26 February 2018

Ms Draupadi Murmu

Governor

Jharkhand Government 

Dear Ms Murmu

Withdraw “DBT for food subsidy” pilot in Nagri in favour of Re 1/kg rice at the ration shop

A recent survey in Nagri block revealed that 97 per cent of the respondents oppose the Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) for food subsidy pilot introduced in the block. The DBT system is causing immense hardships to the people. On an average, people spend 12 hours to commute to the bank/Pragya Kendra to withdraw their cash subsidy and then to the ration shop to collect rice. Out of the four instalments of DBT money due to cardholders since October 2017, on an average the respondents received only half of these instalments. As a result, they have been able to collect rice only 2.5 times on an average. Vulnerable people, such as the elderly and persons with disabilities, are affected the worst. 
People who are unable to collect rice – for no fault of their own – are issued threatening notices by the government. To prevent the cancellation of their ration cards, many household are forced to spend Rs 32/kg from their own pocket to purchase rice from the ration shop. This is an abominable violation of cardholders’ legal right to subsidised rations, entitled to them under the National Food Security Act. 

It is shocking that despite the evident failure of Nagri’s DBT pilot, the government has claimed it to be a success and is preparing to implement it in other parts of the state as well. If it does so, the situation of hunger and undernutrition will worsen drastically. It may be recalled that at least seven persons died of starvation in Jharkhand in the past six months. 
We demand the immediate withdrawal of the DBT pilot in Nagri in favour of the Re 1/kg rice at the ration shop. All households who were unable to purchase rice due to this pilot – and other reasons such as the mandatory linking of the Public Distribution System with Aadhaar – should be compensated as per the provisions of the National Food Security Act. 

Sincerely 
(Right to Food Campaign Jharkhand)

(Adivasi Moolvasi Astitva Raksha Manch)

(All India People’s Forum Jharkhand)

(United Mili Forum)

(All India Kisan Sabha)
(Jharkhand Jan Sanskriti Manch)

(Ekta Parishad)

(Bagaicha)

(Jharkhand Nagrik Prayas Manch)

(National Alliance for People’s Movements)
(Communist Party of India, Marxist)

(Jharkhand Mukti Morcha)

(Indian National Congress)

(Communist Party of India, ML)

(Jharkhand Vikas Morcha)

(Citizens of Nagri)

